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USPTO, Group Art Unit 3682 
Attn. Examiner C. M. Hansen 



0 



+1-703-872-9306 



Michael Merz 



+49-30-8845-2203 



+49-175-318-2202 



Michael_Merz@mckinsey.com 



June 1^ 2004 



6:00 pm US-ET 



4 (incl. this page) 



Dear Sir: 

We have previously submitted the following two forms, in which we express abandonment 
of application 10/619,134 filed July 15, 2003 as of the date accorded for a continuation-in- 
part (application number 10,788,923). 

We are resending the forms because the previous fax had falsely been addressed to the 
attention of Examiner D. Underwood (which we assumed would handle the case) and 
because the PAIR system does not show an entry confirming the receipt of our previous fas. 

We apologize for any confusion that might have been caused by our first fax or the 
resending thereof. 

Thank you very much in advance! 



Sincerely^ 
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PTO/BB/24 (08-03) 
Approved for use though 07/31/2006. OMB 0G51«0O31 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Offlca; U.S. DEPART1MENTOF COMMERCE 
Under tho Papervyork Reduction Act of 1QBS> no persons are requited to respond to a collectton of information unless it displays a valid OMB oontrpi number. 



EXPRESS ABANDONMENT UNDER 
37 CFR 1.138 

Send completed form to: 
^Commlsatonerfor Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 


ADDiicatTon Numbar 




Filing Date 


^ / IS" / Zoo3 


First Mannod Invantor 




Art Unit 


36S-2. 


Examiner Name 




Attorney Docket Number 


- J 



Please check only one of boxes 1 or 2 below: 

{if no box is checked, this paper wiU be treated as a request for express abandonment as of the fifing date of this paper.) 



1 . CU Express Abandonment 

I request that the above-identified application be expressly abandoned as of the filing date of this paper 

Express Abandonment in Favor of a Continuing Application 

I request that the above-identified application be expressly abandoned as of the filing date accorded 
the continuing application filed previously or herewith. 



NOTE: A paper requesting express abandonment of an application Is not effective unless and until an 
appropriate USPTO official recognizes and acts on the paper. See the Manual of Patent Examining 
Procedure (MPEP), section 711 .01 . 



TO AVOID PUBLICATION, PLEASE USE FORIUI PTO/SB/24A INSTEAD OF THIS FORM. 



I am the: applicant. 



I I assignee of record of the entire interest. See 37 CFR 3,71. 

Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is enclosed. (Forfn PTO/SB/96) 
CH attorney or agent of record. Registration Number 



I I attorney or agent acting under 37 CFR 1.34(a) (may act under 37 CFR 1.34(a) 
only if box 2 above, stating that the application is expressly abandoned in favor of 
a continuing application, is checked). Attorney or agent registration number if 

acting under 37 CFR 1 .34(a). 

(Attorney or agent registration number) 

Auc^c<^ /Ujrt- 3 / Iff / loo^ 

Signature Date 
Typed or printed name Telephone Number 



Note: Signatures of ail the inventors or assignees of record of the entire interest or their reprasentative(s} are required. Submit multiple 
forms if more than one signature is required, see below. 

Total of 2 ^forms are submitted. 



This collection of Information Is required by 37 CFR 1.138. The Information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whicn is (o file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiatity is ooverned by 35 U S C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, 
if^duding gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the anx>unt of tin>e you require to complete th>9 form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Infomiation Offioer. U.S, Patent 
end Trademark Office. U S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1460. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistanGe in completingthe form, can 1-B0O~PTO-9109 and select option 2. 
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jPTO$B/a4 (08-03) 
Appiwed far use through O//3.1/20O9, OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Tradismaric Offtee: U.S. Oe^ ARTMEfiT OF COMMERCE 



EXPRESS ABANDONMENT UNDER 
37 CFR 1.138 

Send completed to mi to; 
^emrtni«5H>ner for Patents. P.O. Bex 1430, At^^cifta. VA 22313-1460 


Apoficatjon Number 




Fmna Date 




First NamBd Inventor 




Art Unit 


36 S 2. 




Examiner Name 


1 = J / 



Please checic only one of boxes 1 or 2 befow: 

(If no box checked, mis paper wtU b0 trautucf ss a ragusst for express ab^ndonmeni as of tha filfng aate of thss]f>epen ) 

Expr0$» Abandonment 

I request that the above-identifiecl applica^on be expressly abandoned as of the filing datejof this paper. 

2. ^ ^eprase Abandonment in Favor of a Continuing Appiicatfon 

J request that the ebove-identifled application be expressly abandoned as of the filing date laccorded 
the continuing application filed previously or herewith. 

t^'^Rl^rl?^^^'^^, express abandonment of an application is not effective unless and uilitil an 
appropnate USPTO officiaf recognizes and acts on the paper. See the Manual of Patent Examintno 
Procedure (MPEP). section 711.01. ^*«ii"ii?tiy 



TO AVOID PUBLICATION, PLEASE USE FORM PTO/SS/24A INSTEAD OF THIS Foi^M. 



I am the: (Xl applicant. 

assignee of record of the entire Interest. See 37 CFR 3.71 

Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is enclosed. (Form PTO/S8/96) 
attorney or agent of record. Registration Number 



□ 

□ 
□ 



attorney or agent acting under 37 CFR 1.34(a) (may act under 37 CFR 1 3A(k) 
only If box 2 above, stating that the application is expressly abandoned in favbr of 
a continuing apphcation. is checked). Attorney or agent registration number lii 
acting under 37 CFR 1 .34(a). - 



Signature 



{Attorney or sgent registration number) " 



Typed or printed name 



— 



Date 



Telephone Number! 



^ Total of ^ forms are submittad. 



This cftii6<:tfon of jnformiattan is requfrcd 37 cff< i.i3ft T?*e Intormn^fi r^t iraM ^ ^t^*T^^ ..^^ ^ ~"„ 

USPTO to process) an ^pUc^^n, ConRdentiality S go^emJi^ 3T5Tc^^1223 SS^CFft t ^2 **^J!^ ''"^"^ ^ 

indiKlIno oalhering. praparins. and ftutenftting th/cormrffited ^pplkatort for^ to thTu^^ Ofitimated to take 12 minute* to comptete. 

on ine amount o% (imd you require to complete mfsfonWt^/o^^^ J^^^V^Z •^P^^*"^ tndivkJual cafee. Any oomrnenm 

arid Trademark Office, U.S. Departmftnt of Cwnrw!« P O SoS^^^ Sl^'illS? ^ Infi&^^ton pfficfir. U.S. Patent 

ADDRESS. SENOTO: Com J3stof«r ft^ P^tenfe^^ NOT SEhiD FEES OR COft«>LETE0 FOR^ TO tSTs 

/rvou nee<i aostataixx in compt&Hng ths form, caff f-B00^O-&7a9 and aefact optfon 2. 
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CERTIFTCATE OF FACS1MII.E TRANSMISSION 



I hereby certify that on the date shown below a form to express abandonment of 
application 10/619,134 (along witli any documents referred to as being attached or 
enclosed) is being faxed to Group Art Unit 3682 of ihe Patent and Trademark Office at 
the following fax number: (703) 872-9306. 



Date: June 1, 2004 
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